DEATH OF BHUJANG RAO

sides. That is, Bhujang liao a brave sarddr,! the brother of
Murari Rao, attacked the army of thzsarkar from one side with
six thousand valiant horse; he gave such a severe battle, that the
evil eye was about to fall on the victorious army. But suddenly
by the grace of the True Helper, the bird of his head flew away
from the branch of his neck because of a sling-like cannon ball.
His army Mew like feathers in the air and got dispersed. During
this excitement Muhammad Abrar Khan spurred his swift
horse and sharply pursued the runaways. On account of the
death of an experienced sardar like Bhujaiig Rao all the
Mahrattas fled in fear all on a sudden leaving their implements
of war and threw the dust of disgrace on the heads. In
this bustle the French2 also left their cannon and other imple-
ments to be looted; some were wounded and some were killed;
and the survivors reached Phulcheri in great alarm, confusion
and sorrow.

(1)  Bhujanga Rao is the brother of   Murari Rao.   He  came to dive's
assistance at the siege of Arcot.   His death tool: place in the fight on 1st of
April.   Orme calls him as the nephew of Murari Rao*
(2)  This  was not true though Orme  says that the day of battle ended
with Lawrence's assaulting the French near Tiruvati. Of course the French
troops  retreated as Ananda  Ranga  Pillai  remarks  in his Diary, but   the
Mahrattas fought gloriously.  "They showed   two or three times as  much
courage as they usually do   and our people disappointed them."   See page
294 of Vol. VIII of the Diary,
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